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A Case Study of Business Management International Students 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Creating World Class Entrepreneurs is Ciputra University Vision. In achieving the 
vision, Ciputra University tries to internationalize its course and offers one special 
major that international components are integrated into course content, called 
Business Management International (BMI). In this class that use English as the 
medium of all academic activities; international material, resources, assignment and 
teaching method are implemented. This program attracts students who want to feel 
international experiences while still staying in Indonesia. The researcher wants to 
analyze the factors influencing students' preference not to study abroad. Qualitative 
approached used in this research and in depth interview used to convey information 
from informants. Here are several factors that could influence students‘ preference to 
stay in their hometown; comfort zone and familiar place, family and personal 
relationship and also personality factors.  
 

Keywords: Internationalization, Preference, Qualitative approach, Study abroad 

 

Introduction 
 

There are many reasons why students want to continue their education abroad. 
Gaining new experiences, training for independent living, get a wider networking, 
encouragement from parents, competition with friends and also prestige; could be the 
reasons behind the decision. Those reasons, of course, are only the supporting 
factors compared to the ability of the economic support as the primary factor, 
because the costs for going abroad is considered quite expensive.  Cost of tuition 
fees, accommodation and daily living needs to be considered. The significant 
exchange rate differences between the Indonesian Rupiah with foreign currency such 
as USD, Australian Dollar and Singapore Dollar should also be considered because 
those countries are the favorite destinations for Indonesian students who want to 
study overseas. Due to the weakness of the rupiah exchange causing the costs of 
studying abroad become more expensive. This fact, of course makes consideration 
of continuing education abroad must be well thought out.  

 

Seeing this, Ciputra University tries to capture the opportunity by providing education 
in Indonesia with a cheaper cost, yet designed in a special way to give students an 
international atmosphere for the educational experience. Faculty of Economics 
provides a special International Class in which the international components are 
integrated into course content, called Business Management International (BMI). In 
this particular class that use English as the medium of all academic activities; 
international materials, resources, assignments and teaching methods are 
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implemented. This could be an option for students who want to experience an 
international educational atmosphere, but do not want to go overseas.  

 

This research is designed to find out the reasons why students who are financially 
able to continue their study abroad, decided to study in Indonesia and chose 
Business Management International (BMI) Ciputra University as their choice. What 
factors as the reason will be explored in depth and detail, then compared with the 
other students. By knowing the detail of their reasons, this information will be very 
useful for the Ciputra University itself to improve and enhance services to the 
students. By knowing the reason, desires and expectations of the students who have 
chosen to study at Ciputra University, the right approach could be performed. Listen 
to consumers is critical for every company, Ciputra University is no exception.  

 
LITERATURE REVIEW  

 

The term Internationalization, especially with its relation to higher education has been a 
popular term and use more often recently. Definition of internationalization of higher 
education can be tracked back to years ago as what defined as one of the ways a country 
responds to the impact of globalization yet, at the same time respect the individuality of the 
nation (Knight, 1996). It means that globalization is something that we have to face, whether 
we like it or not. Still related to this term, course internationalization is ―a process by which 
international elements are infused into course content, international resources are used in 
course readings and assignments, and instructional methodologies appropriate to a culturally 
diverse student population are implemented" (Schuerholz-Lehr et al., 2007). Flow of 

technology, information, fund, lifestyle, people and education will affect a country in such a 
major way, sometimes even it cannot be filtered properly. University should be able to 
graduate students who possessed international/global competency in order to compete in the 
global environment and competition. As what Kight (2004) shared that having the ability to 
think and act globally and also have the global perspective is a must for graduate student in 
recent condition, therefore a proper education to create such character must be considered 
wisely by the university (Lunn, 2008). The obvious way to get these competences is to go 
abroad in which students directly feel and experience the global environment (Beelen 2012). 
Having said that, not everyone can have the education overseas. Cost is the primary reason 
(Paus & Robinson, 2008; Stoud, 2010) combined with other factors as well. Psychological 
and personality factor could be the determining factor (Manyu Li, et al, 2013). Based on 

Bakalis and Joiner research (2004), students with a high tolerance for ambiguity and a high 
degree of openness might likely decide to go abroad while the opposite characters showed 
the opposite way. Daly (2011) mentioned that among many factors of students‘ study abroad 
decision; gender, ethnicity and intercultural competencies should be put into consideration as 
well.  

 
Beside factors mentioned previously, there are still other challenges that students have to 
deal with their decision to study abroad like leaving comfort zones and familiar place, friends 
and family (Doyle et al, 2010). Felling of homesick when leaving home country explained by 

Fisher (1989) and Frieze & Li (2010). Adding to the negative emotions of homesickness, 
students may also have to overcome communication problems, because visiting a new 
country means students have to communicate with different languages, not their mother 
language (Kim, 2001). Family and personal relationship also considered as a significant 
component in students‘ decision study or not to study abroad (Souto_Otero, et al, 2013). 

Recent research by Forsey, Broomhall and Davis (2012) even found that half of the students 
of their respondents admitted that the main purpose of studying abroad are to have fun, 
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travel and make friends. They perceived this program is the way to have a break from 
serious activity hometown.  

 
RESEARCH DESIGN 

 

This is a qualitative research and deep interview is used to gather information from 
respondents. A semi-structure interview method chose by researcher to get a deep and clear 
information from respondents to allow them expressing their experience freely. First of all, a 
list of open ended questions already prepared to convey the information needed. These 
questions are taken and modified from previous similar studies. All the questions are asked 
in the same order to assure the validity and reduce misunderstanding during the interview 
process.  
 
In order to find relevant information why students decided not to go study abroad, a suitable 
pool of respondents should be chosen properly. They should be economically capable to 
study abroad, therefore researcher must formulate several economic criteria to list the 
potential respondents. All batches of International Class students of IBM should be 
represented in the pool of respondents to ensure data equality. Students from International 
Class are chosen because they have the capability of foreign language because teaching 
activity in that particular class using English as the medium of communication; therefore they 
are more likely to study abroad than students from regular class. The interview is performed 
in the campus area and each of it last from 30 to 45 minutes.  Informants in this research are 
9 students of International Business Management (IBM) International Class of Ciputra 
University. Two are from batch 2014; A and B, four are from batch 2013; C, D, E, F; three are 
from batch 2012; G, H and I. Given research ethic, name of respondents are not disclosed in 
this paper.  
 
Before the interview begins, the researcher gives an explanation of the intention of this 
research to ensure the comprehension of respondents. During the interview session, voice 
recorder is used to record all conversation. It then converted to verbatim transcript to be 
analyzed. Respondents are free to give their opinions and share their experiences. The 
researcher will analyze the transcript based on the criteria previously determined, compare 
the answer from respondents and give comment to each criteria. As we know that Indonesia 
is considered as a developing country in which its education system is less advance in 
quality compared to other developed countries like America, Australia and Singapura. In this 
paper, researcher do not use quality of education abroad as one of the factors why students 
decided not to leave their home country because the quality of education could only be 
determined by those who are exposed to the real education abroad.  
 
Finding and Discussion 

 
At the beginning of the interview process, the researcher gave an explanation about the 
nature of this research and asked the basic information of respondents such as name, age, 
batch and address. Before addressing the main purpose, students were asked the reason 
why they decided to choose Ciputra University in Surabaya for their bachelor degree rather 
than going abroad.  Most of the respondents argued that they chose Ciputra University 
because they want to learn    more about entrepreneurship and because this University is 
known by its vision to create a world class entrepreneur.  As what explained by respondent 
C; ―My first reason is because UC has a very good entrepreneurship soul, where Mr. Ciputra 
is an entrepreneur that has a dream to increase numbers of entrepreneurs in Indonesia‖. 
Similar reason also provided by respondent A; ―So I chose UC because from time to time UC 
is famous with its entrepreneurship and from what I heard, other universities are too focus on 
theory, while UC is focuses in real business practice‖.  
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Another reason explained by respondent B; ―In fact, I have been accepted in Australia, and I 
wanted to go, but at the last moment my father did not give permission to do so. From the 
beginning dealing with university application, there were only me and my mother, so my 
father did not know much about it. But in the end my father did not give me permission 
because he was afraid about many things. And there is no family in Australia”. It‘s quite 

obvious that family matter is the reason why respondent B decided not to go abroad, 
because he wanted to be close to home. A combination of family reason and 
entrepreneurship factor explained by the next respondent, I; ―The first reason is because I 
am the only child. My father doesn‟t want me to study too far. My father don‟t even want if I 
go to university in the south Surabaya area, so he asked me to pick university that is closer 
to home. Besides that, I see that UC has different curriculum from other universities, where it 
practice entrepreneurship‖. The same opinion also shared by respondent H; ―Actually, when I 
was in high school, I studied in department to go abroad, but then my mother got sick so at 
the end I didn‟t study abroad and chose to be in Indonesia. I was confused in picking the 
university, but then there was UC that teaches business and practice it, so I went to UC‖. 

From information gathered from all respondents, there are only two main reasons why 
students decided to choose Ciputra University, either due to the family reason in which they 
were asked to go to college closer to home, or because of the entrepreneurial aspect in 
which Ciputra University is famous with. Some respondents also have the combination of 
these two reasons.  
 

Comfort Zone 
 
The first factor asked to the respondents why they were not willing to study abroad was the 
comfort zone, were they so comfortable with the familiar space and reluctant to move 
anywhere else? Three from all respondents agreed that they were afraid to leave their 
comfort zone. The first one is mentioned by respondent A; ―Yes, I am afraid, it will be all new 
there. I am comfortable here‖. Respondent H also gave similar respond; ―There is a little 
comfort zone factor, because I never go outside Surabaya. If I stay at another place I never 
went for too long‖.  Respondent G who is the only male among the first three shared that; ―I 
am afraid, because I am not the kind of person that easy to adapt. I am comfortable in 
Indonesia, that‟s why I choose Indonesia‖.  

 
Among the respondents who mentioned that reluctant to move from the comfort zone was 
not the contributing factor why they decided not to go abroad, Respondent C is the first who 
gave his opinion; ―For me, I am not that afraid, because I am easy to adapt‖. Respondent B 
also shared his reason; ―For me, stepping outside the comfort zone is fine, no problem at all‖. 
Similar opinion also explained by respondent E; ―No, because I think it‟s challenging to study 
abroad‖. The majority of the respondents agreed that leaving comfort zone was not crucial 

for them. They even mentioned that they were willing to try something new and consider it as 
some kind of new challenge as what expressed by respondent I; ―No, I am the kind of person 
who like to try new things‖. Family closeness could be the reason why the first three 

respondents reluctant to move from their familiar area.  
 

Negative Information from Students Studying Abroad 
 
Sometimes people can be influenced by others when they consider to decide something in 
their life. For example, when people heard something bad happened to someone they know 
for a particular condition, they may assume that it will happen to them given the same 
condition. Based on that argument, the researcher asked question to respondents whether 
having to hear negative news from someone they knew (or their parents) while studying 
abroad could be the reason why they did not want to go abroad. Two of the respondents 
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heard the negative news and put little consideration in their decision. Respondent H 
mentioned that; ―There are a lot of my father‟s friend‟s sons that did not success. Maybe only 
one out of twenty people that become successful after study abroad‖. Similar respond 
expressed by respondent A; ―..... there are a lot of stories from my close friends. I mean, they 
were fine here, and then they went abroad, free of parents, they became lazy and 
promiscuity‖.  

 
Seven out of nine respondents disagreed. Even though some of them also heard negative 
news, they didn‘t use this information as the consideration not to go abroad. Respondent F 
mentioned that; ―Yes, I have heard that, but my mother said it depends on each individual, it 
depends on me. I wouldn‟t be like that abroad‖. Similar experience also shared by 
respondent D; “Based on my brother‟s experience abroad, it‟s not a problem if we can take 
care of ourselves‖. Basically, they all shared the same belief that a person‘s failure or 

success is not related to the new environment but based on the person him/herself. The 
environment could be a contributing factor, but the most important factor is the individual, the 
person, as what respondent I said: ―I think it could happen if you study abroad, but it is not 
my primary factor. Because wherever you go, even here, it could happen‖.  
 

Family and Friends Influence 
 
In Asian countries, family influence is very crucial in a person‘s life. The bond of family 
relations is so thick, even when someone already reaches its mature age and have married, 
the bond still exist. Moreover, to the students who are relatively still young, family influence is 
very strong, especially from parent. That is why researcher asked whether the family 
influence has encouraged or discouraged them in making the decision and maybe friends‘ 
influence also take part in some of the cases. Most of students‘ parents actually encouraged 
them to study abroad as what explained by respondent I; ―My mother gives me the freedom 
to study, what‟s important is my drive to study‖. Same thing also experienced by respondent 
D, as what he said ―From family, actually they pushed me to study abroad for my high 
school, but I didn‟t want to. Because at that time I was not brave enough‖. In case of 
respondent C, both family and friends encouraged him to study abroad; “.....family supported, 
friends also‖.  

 
In some cases, parents did support and encouraged students to study abroad, but not for the 
bachelor degree, master degree is more appropriate in their belief. Respondent H said; 
―Well, my father doesn‟t want me to study abroad for too long. Master degree is shorter in 
term of time, so it is more preferable‖. Similar reason mentioned by respondent F; ―My father 
said just study here for now and I can study abroad later for master degree. No problem from 
my girlfriend and friends‖. For respondent A is quite different, her feeling for family was the 
reason why she decided not to leave them; “Now my brother is studying abroad for master 
degree, so if I also go, it will be lonely for them‖. Even though the parent encouraged her to 
go with her brother, she still reluctant to go abroad, thinking that her parent would be lonely 
without. Aside than family, friends could also be another factor, but respondent I did not 
consider this in her decision; ―I don‟t see my friends and boyfriend as a problem to study 
abroad‖. Seeing these reactions from all respondents, it is obvious that parents totally 

supported students to go abroad. It means that family in some way does effect students‘ 
consideration to study or not to study abroad.  
 
Personality 
 

Aside from external influences in someone‘s decision, personality trait is also equally 
important. Talking about personality, researcher want to find out if a special personality trait 
could actually be a factor why student not going abroad. Agreed by respondent A; ―Yes, 
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because I am a spoil person. So, I go everywhere with my father and mother. I‟m not brave 
enough to live alone by myself now‖. Respondent I also shared a similar opinion; ―I am 
clumsy, so I am afraid to go abroad, I am also forgetful. Here, if I forget something people at 
home will remind me, but if I‟m in another country, I am afraid about little things like where do 
I put stuffs‖.  Negative personality also admitted by respondent B could be the reason why he 
was afraid to leave Surabaya; ―From myself, maybe I‟m afraid I can‟t adapt well there‖. 
Respondent D added his statement; ―I‟m afraid because I will be apart from my parent and 
live by myself, I am afraid of dealing with other people, I‟m shy‖. Respondent F also shares 
his personality trait; ―….. sometimes I tend to be royal, so I‟m afraid I will spend a lot of 
money abroad‖. Most respondents were having negative responds toward their own 
personality and consider that this factor could lead them into trouble when living abroad 
alone.  

 
Respondent G and H on the other hand, belief in their self and ready to leave the family but 
their parents think the opposite way. As what respondent G said; ―At that time when I was 
eighteen years old, one of the dominated personality was I „am very attached to family, so 
going abroad would not be comfortable. I think I am independent, but maybe my parent don‟t 
think I am independent enough to study abroad‖. Respondent H gave her opinion; ―To live 
abroad alone, maybe I am under the impression from my parent that I am not ready. Maybe 
also from the maturity side because I am still young and always with my parent‖. Both of 
them believe that their independent character could help them stay abroad, but the parents in 
the other hand did not see this. The parents still consider that they are not mature and 
independent enough to live alone.  
 
Gender Preference 
 
The question whether the gender difference could be another factor to put into consideration 
when parent decide to send their son/daughter abroad would be answered in this section. 
The majority of the society most likely give extra responsibility and freedom to the male and 
in the opposite would give extra protection to the female. When questions asked to female 
students, all gave similar responds in which, if they were male, more likely they would be 
allowed to study abroad as what respondent A said; “..... my mother said that man supposed 
to have experience abroad‖, and respondent I said; “..... maybe yes. Because I am female‖. 
Respondent H also shared her opinion; ―I think if I am male, I will definitely be more pushed 
to be more mature and independent‖. Three female respondents agreed that discrimination 

did exist, female students are more protected by their parents.  
 
Respondent E also gave similar responses on how his parent made their mind; ―I have one 
sister, the only female in the family. And she‟s forbidden even to go outside of East Java. So 
my family is more guarded‖. Respondent G‘ parent agreed with the same principle, “..... more 
guarded‖. On the other hand, respondent C‘ parent have a broader point of view as what he 
said; ―I think the treatment will be the same, because I have a big sister who study and work 
abroad‖. Respondent F has a similar opinion, his parent believes that male and female are 
equal; ―I think my family would definitely encourage me to study abroad because education is 
more important. If the place is good and the environment is good, my parent will support it‖. 

So, as long it is important, both son and daughter will have the same treatment. In this case, 
most of the families still have portion of discrimination to female.  
 

Homesick  
 
Regarding fear of homesick when students travel and study abroad, far from their family and 
hometown, three of nine respondents admitted that they had that feeling. Respondent A 
mentioned that; ―A bit, yeah, I am also afraid of being homesick. Well, I will be all alone 
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there‖. Having similar opinion, respondent I said; ―I am very easy to be homesick. The first 
time I went for church camping when I was in elementary school, on the first day I could not 
sleep because I missed home so much‖. As the only male among 2 females who afraid of 
homesick, respondent B expressed his fear; ―Yes, I will miss them. Because if I study 
abroad, everything will be different‖.  

 
Two of the respondents admitted that they might have the fear of homesickness, but it won‘t 
be a big problem for them. Respondent G said; ―In the past, my homesick level was high, but 
after I went to UC, I rented a room here and I seldom went back home and the homesick 
level is quite low. So if I go abroad, I‟m not afraid of being homesick again‖. Respondent H 
mentioned; ―I haven‟t experienced homesick yet, but it looks like no, I won‟t be homesick, if I 
indeed miss home, it will be just ordinary, not too much‖. The rest of the respondents strongly 

believed that they would not experience such things called homesick, as told by respondent 
D; ―No. I enjoy travelling‖ and respondent F; ―No. I like to travel with friends. Leaving home 
seems more exciting‖. It seems like the fear of homesick could be a minor factor only for 

three respondents, while the remaining didn‘t think that it would become a big problem for 
them, some even say that it will be a good and exciting thing.  
Culture Shock 
 
Culture shock describes as a disease that people suffer when they move to a new cultural 
environment (Chapdelaine, Alexitch, 2004). In this case, students may experience culture 
shock when they study abroad. To some students, dealing with something new could be an 
exciting experience while to others, it may lead to something scary. Respondent A and B 
both gave a strong answer to this question; ―No‖. They totally had no fear dealing with 
something new and didn‘t think that this factor influenced their decision not to study abroad.  
 
Not as optimistic as others, Respondent I said something different; ―Yes, it can be taken into 
consideration because there will be gap abroad. I also imagine the possibility of me not 
having friends there‖. Sharing similar opinion, respondent G said; ―Yes, it is a factor for me 
because if we haven‟t got the knowledge of the culture in that country and what‟s troubling is 
you think you are right but that‟s not the case there‖. It can be concluded that this factor is 

partially taken in consideration when decide go or not to go abroad. Some respondents will 
think absolutely the opposite side compare to others. It may cause by the willingness to try 
and experience something different and it may vary among different person.  
 

Education System 
 
Different education system and learning atmosphere between Indonesia and other countries 
might also be a problem for some students. Question about this matter is asked to know 
whether student might be scared facing different atmosphere in education and decide not to 
deal with it. Having the answer from respondents, this factor is quite similar with the previous 
factor, in which they did not consider different education system as a big problem. Some 
even mentioned that it is fascinating and interesting as what respondent G said; ―With 
different educational system, on the contrary, it make me interested to study abroad‖.  Similar 
answer given by respondent B; ―I have fear about that, but my intention is to survive no 
matter what‖. Two of the respondents, A and H admitted that they had some fear related to 
this factor, but it wouldn‘t be something to scare off too much. H; ―I‟m not either, because 
since high school, I get used to international education system‖, while A said; ―Well, my high 
school is not an international school. So I am afraid with the adaptation of new educational 
system.  
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Cost of Living 
 
All nine students as the respondents in this research have been carefully chosen that their 
parents have strong financial condition to support their children to study abroad. So, based 
on economic factor, all respondents able to study abroad and get full support from the 
parents. Six of the respondents mentioned that according to their parents, money was not 
the problem because education is more important, represented by Respondent F; ―No, my 
father and mother said that education is necessary so it is okay to study abroad‖. Having the 
same question, respondent I had a different responses; ―They often said that their friend‟s 
son study abroad but then goes home and open a shop. So what‟s the point of study far 
away from home and also expensive if they come back to open a shop. It is better to study 
here and go abroad for holiday‖. Similar answer given by respondent H; ―My father said that 
the money can be used to invest in business capital instead‖. Different opinion shared by 
respondent G; ―….. if I think for myself, I have brothers and sisters, so I think if I study abroad 
for four years, it will cost quite a lot of money, so it rather be used for them‖. He realized that 

money spent for a four years education will be a lot, consider he has little siblings, he better 
use the money in the best way possible. Summarizing all the responds, even though all the 
students‘ parents able to support respondents to study abroad, it seems there are other 
consideration with the use of the money. 
 
Foreign Language  
 
All respondents are taken form the International Class in which English is the formal 
academic language. Having said that, conversation using English in class during limited 
schedule is totally different than to use English or foreign language all the time in every 
activity. Researcher thinks that some students might be afraid facing this problem, therefore 
they decided not to go abroad. But from the responds, all respondents agreed that it was not 
the problem at all. Respondent G said; ―I am not afraid because language can be learned‖. 
Respondent H added that; ―I am not afraid of the language factor, on the contrary, if there is 
an opportunity to learn other languages, I want to‖, she sees this factor as the opportunity to 
become better not as a thread. Other respondents also feel confident with his English 
capability, respondent C said; ―I am not afraid because the international class, have a 
minimum TOEFL score and has lecturers who are good in English‖. Same belief and 
confidence also shared by respondent E; ―I think even if in the beginning we can‟t do it, by 
time we will learn by ourselves‖. The language barrier for sure is not a determinant factor 

why students refused to leave their hometown. Having said that, the use of the English 
medium program for International Class in the non-English speaking country is not as 
effective as the real immersion program overseas would provide. Therefore the improvement 
of students‘ English capability also different comparing these two options.  
 
Conclusions and Suggestions 

 

There are many factors that put into consideration when students that financially wise able to 
study abroad, decided not to. Those factors might have a different effect on each student 
who came from different family backgrounds. Starting with the reason why respondents 
chose to study in Ciputra University other than going abroad, there are two main reasons. 
The first one is related to the family influences. Most of the parents just not ready to let their 
children to leave them even though explicitly they encouraged respondents to go to and 
students also still feel reluctant to leave their family. The second reason is related to what 
Ciputra University is famous with. Respondents specifically chose this University because 
they want to learn more about entrepreneurship and they can find what they are looking for in 
Indonesia. When talking about the fear of leaving the comfort zone, most of the respondents 
said that it wasn‘t the factor. They expressed that they are willing to leave the comfort zone. 
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Only few of respondents who never left Surabaya for too long and has a low ability to adapt 
confirmed that leaving comfort zone is frightening to them. 

 
Sometimes, hearing negative news from students who study abroad could also be the 
determinant factor. In this case, the majority of respondents denied it. They believe that a 
person‘ success of failure is not depending on external factors of having to live in different 
country but mostly depend on the person itself. Relating with family influences, even though 
most parents advised their children to study abroad, respondents still able to feel that 
somehow they are just not ready yet. Therefore, they also feel reluctant to leave home with 
various reasons. Some parents obviously postpone this activity for the master degree. While 
talking about friends‘ impact, they didn‘t consider this to be something to be considered with. 
Different personality might result in different point of view of each respondent. The majority of 
respondents admitted that in some way they possessed unique personality trait that might 
discourage them to go abroad; range from spoil, clumsy, shy, big spender and not 
independent. Having those personality traits, they afraid, going abroad will get them in some 
difficulties. As to what might have been expected when talking about gender in Asian 
countries, the female is not equal with the male. Most of respondents replied that male child 
is more likely to be encouraged by his parent to study abroad than female. They either 
sensed this belief by family member experience or directly spoken by parent. Feeling of 
homesick or missing something attached to in the hometown is not a big problem for the 
respondents. Six students strongly express that they didn‘t believe that they will feel it or 
might feel it but nothing to be afraid to.  
 
Having to deal with cultural shock when visiting a new place is something unavoidable. One 
thing that may be different is how someone dealing with this problem. A person who has a 
high level of adaptation capability might face cultural shock more smooth compared with the 
opposite. In this factor, opinions were equally spread. Some said that they totally can see this 
thing as a future problem while others believed they are able to adapt to a new environment. 
Different education system between Indonesia and destination country also didn‘t have 
enough impact to the decision making. Some students in fact think this problem as 
something fascinating. Even though all respondents are financially wise able to be sent 
abroad, three of the parents have different thought about the use of fund. Considering the 
money could be spent in business capital instead. As for the language barrier, respondents 
are taken from the International Class which means English proficiency should not be a 
problem. But one thing to be considered, speaking English in campus area for limited hours 
daily is something different with having to use it every time in every occasion. Luckily, all 
respondents have a high level of confident that they have enough language competency, 
therefore this factor was not relevant to their decision.  
 
By knowing that each student has a different point of view when decide not to go abroad, this 
complex consideration should be presumed as an excellent opportunity to attract more 
students who want to experience international education but not ready to leave Indonesia. 
University should aware of potential students who are willing to take this path by providing an 
excellent service in terms of internationalization of the course. By providing an integrated 
international aspects into the program, feeling of being a part of a global education 
atmosphere could be experienced by students. For the future research, different models of 
approach could be performed using a quantitative model. Despite this research only uses 
nine respondents in which 5 to 25 or at least 6 respondents are considered enough for 
qualitative research (Cresell, 1998 and Morse 1994 in Mason, 2010), future research should 
use bigger size of respondents selected based on objective criteria. Adding other factors 
should also be considered to be used in order to understand overall contributing factor.  
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